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NORTH CREEK WATER DISTRICT

July 8, 1931: Filed in the Town of Johnsburg's Clerk's Office: Report on a Water Works
System for the Proposed North Creek Water District at North Creek and Holcombville, NY"
prepared by Solomon & Keis, Engineers, 257 Broadway, Troy, NY:

-- " The purpose of this report is to set forth such information as may be helpful in
the selection of a suitable source of water supply for North Creek and Holcombville, NY. Also to
suggest a plan for developing the source or sources which appear best to meet the present and
future requirements of the proposed water district."

-"necessity for an adequate supply of water for sanitary and fire fighting
purposes"

-have accordingly inspected the most promising streams and lakes, have made
surveys of the best ones and have incorporated into the accompanying report the results of our
investigations. General plans for the selected sources, estimates of construction costs and such
other such information which may be helpful to you are included."

-the report noted that, "Water is obtained in North Creek from individual wells, a
small privately owned water system which serves about 50 families and a small community
system which supplies about 20 families. There are no fire hydrants or any mains larger than 4
inches. Much trouble has been experienced through the failure of wells and the small village
system in dry seasons and the necessity for an adequate supply of water is keenly felt. At
Holcombville all water is obtained from wells."

-"The present water system now serving part of North Creek is owned by the
North Creek Water Works Company. It was built about 40 years ago and consists of a small
reservoir fed by a very small brook immediately west of North Creek."

"Water is brought to the village through a four inch main and distributed through 2640
feet of four inch pipe, 800 feet of two inch pipe and 1000 feet of 1 1/4 inch and some smaller
pipe."

"There are no fire hydrants."
"About 50 families are connected to the mains."
"The four inch mains are reported to be in bad order. The source of supply is inadequate

and not suitable for enlargement."
"In addition to the public supply there is a small community system serving about 20

families. It is operated by subscription and obtains its supply from a spring. The water is pumped
to a small masonry reservoir and distributed to consumers through galvanized iron pipe. The
service is poor and inadequate and a larger supply is preferred by the subscribers."

C'I think that there was a wind driven pump, later electric, down at the well that is still in our
back yard. I think that it pumped uphill to a reservoir up on the hill next to the school. Gravity
would then feed the houses. I think it also supplied the school. The well is now dry. The spring
feeds the little pond and runs year around." Note from John S. Stafford March 27,2009 regarding
the William H. Noxon Homestead)

-"The Water District will include a strip along the south bank of the
Hudson River about 6 miles long and from 2 to 3 miles wide. The area is the same as that in the
Barton Fire District except that the 30 town lots in the western section of the fire District are not



included in the Water District. ..Water mains will be laid only in the built up area as shown on
the plans."

-"The present population is estimated to be 800 ..an immediate supply for 1000
people with provision for increasing the supply to 2000 in the future should be ample. An
allowance of 100 gallons per capita per day was made in estimating the quantity of water
necessary. There are no manufacturing requirements of any consequence and aside from adequate
provision for fire protection there are no conditions which require other than ordinary
allowances. "

-"Sufficient altitude is available in all the sources considered, except the Hudson River,
to afford ample pressure without pumping. It is planned to store at least one days supply in a
standpipe on the mountainside near the south end of the District to act as a reserve for emergency
and to reinforce the supply for fire protection."

-Surveys of possible dam sites and storage reservoirs: Raymond Brook, Straight Brook,
North Creek, Chatamac Brook-also, Long and Clear Ponds investigated and surveys have been
made for a supply main from Long Pond to the State Highway on the South bank of the Hudson.
Cost estimates were also given. Seven pages of details were included, with their
recommendation that Long Pond and Clear Pond be selected for use.

-Estimated annual costs were projected and a suggestion for the issuance of serial bonds
for $100,000 and a plan to fund the project given.

-Income projections included as estimate of 200 customers who would pay $25 per year,
39 hydrant rentals at $50 per year and a tax rate.

-Page of "Schedule of Proposed Water Rates" included.

-Map of Proposed water supply system included. (See attached)

Augnst 29, 1931· Gertmde Baker ""as the officer and principal stockholder of the "North

Creek Water Works Co.". She transferred the water works to the town for a sum of money.

Oct. 1931: MAP: North Creek Water District Water Works System Supply Main and
Distribution System by Solomon & Keis

Nov. 1931: Petitions were circulated and the Town Board set up the North Creek Water District
with the following men as Water Commissioners: LV. Toole, Kenneth L. Bennett, Howard V.
Kenyon.

Nov. 25, 1931: Proposal Contract and Specifications for the Water Works System for the North
Creek Water District Bids were due Feb. 24, 1932.

-Solomon & Keis Consulting Engineers

-"The work to be done under these specifications consists of building a new water works
system for the North Creek Water District. The District includes the hamlets of North Creek and
Holcombville and adjacent territory.

Roaring Brook, which discharges into North Creek about one mile south of the Hudson



River will be used as the source supply.

The supply will be developed by constructing an earth dam and storage reservoir on the
brook about one and one-third miles west of the Sodom road. From the storage reservoir an eight
inch cast iron water main will be laid along the line of the old timber chute and logging trail to
the Sodom road and thence across North creek and along West Cemetery Avenue to the State
road at Holcombville.

A steel storage tank will be built on the side hills near the supply main at North Creek.

The Distribution System will consist of about 3 1/4 miles of 6" and 8" cast iron mains
laid through the principal streets ofN.C. and H.

A chlorinator, housed in a small building, will be installed on the supply main and the
potential high pressures will be regulated by automatic pressure control and relief valves."

-"The work will consist essentially of an earth dam about 280 ft. long and 30 ft. high with
a concrete core wall, a storage reservoir, an 8 " cast iron supply main about 2 miles in length, a
100,000 gal. steel storage tan, about 3 114miles of 6' and 8' cast iron mains for distribution
system, a chlorinator and house for the same, together with automatic pressure control and relief
valves for supply main."

March 21, 1935: Lewis Crandall, the lawyer handling the papers for the North Creek Water
District, send papers to be filed at the TOJ Clerk's office. Papers include the formal approval of
the completed water-works system and authority to operate the same from the NYS Water Power
and Control Commission. He noted that the installation of the chlorinator was required to be
completed not later that the spring of 1936.

June 28, 1944 NORTH CREEK NEWS ENTERPRISE: North Creek: One of the worst rain
storms ever to hit this community caused more than $100,000 in damage June 23 and 24 when
three dams, one at North Creek village, the North Creek water reservoir and the Hudnut dam at
"Windover", Sodom went out, washing away roads and destroying hay and garden crops, and
doing untold damage.

June 29, 1944 TICONDEROGA SENTINEL: Notes from that article: dam that supplied water
for North Creek district destroyed and 5.72" of rain at North Creek fell from 1:30 to 7:30 section
of Gore Mt. Reservoir swept away and Yz of 300' dam there --had served the community for 100
years.

June 14, 1944: North Creek: The dam on Long Pond, near North Creek village, which emptied
into the Hudson River near Whispering Pines broke June 9th and the torrent of water from the
mile long pond grooved a channel 50 feet wide.

Sept. 1954: Map NCWD Supply Main Control by Keis & Holroyd, Consulting Engineers.

Jan. 29, 1955: Keis & Holroyd, Consulting Engineers submitted plans and specs for constructing
supply main controls for the water supply main carrying water from the storage reservoir on Gore
Mt. To the North Creek Water District; bids due Nov. 4, 1954. Work to consist of a 100,000gal.
Steel standpipe, foundations for same, three concrete chambers, underground electric cable about
3700 ft. --No.6 strands, *3 conduct cable, a 6" hydraulically operated gate value, 2 valve



chambers, misc. electrical equipment, cast iron specials, castings, steel work, etc. The work on
the supply main will be located West of the Sodom Road.

The General Description: *short sections of 8' water mains, one hydraulic 8" valve, gate
valves, solenoid valves, small brass and copper tubing, heating units, etc. together with an
altitude valve, gate valves, concrete chamber, drain etc. at the existing steel standpipe near N.C.

April 1963: Many documents were sent to the District Engineer ofNYS Dept. Of Public Works
about the Water District because "present plans call for the departure from the existing road at
the Sodom Road intersection, continuing around the village on new location, and rejoining the
existing alignment in the vicinity of Casey's Island. We anticipate hydrant relocation work near
the Sodom intersection, along Maiden and Ordway Lanes, and near the point of rejoining the old
road near Casey's Island. (Attached see Water Supt. Joe Howard's letter of April 3, 1963)

July 1963: Bids were solicited for WATER CHLORINATION BUILDING AND EQUIPMENT

October 1973: Bids solicited for Contract No. l+Furnishing and erecting a 200,000 Gallon
welded steel reservoir which was to be located on a site on Rt. NYS 28 about one and three-
quarters miles south of the Community ofNC (map included)

November 1974: Contract No.3 Foundation for the 200,000 gallon water storage reservoir. Bids
opened and accepted for this reservoir on Dec. 5, 1974. Construction of a reinforced concrete
foundation for a water storage reservoir. "The reservoir site is located about one-half mile south
of the community of North Creek on the west side ofNYS Rt. 28. The site is on the mountain
side about 200 feet from the road. A good access road to the site has been constructed by the
Town.

Prepared by Susan P. Rawson

North Creek, NY 12853
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