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New Lodge
; Rec Building
- § Finishing touches are
i being put on the newly
re-built lodge struc-
ture at Ski Bowl Park.
The lodge, a combined
project between
ORDA and the Town
B of Johnsburg, will be
vsed winters as a ski
: lodge and summers as a
town building, avail-
£ able for public use. tis
. expected that the new

=0 building will Le a
{ sreat  addition for
Youth Program. The
lodge is projected to
open over Christmas
weak.

g% Real Property Audit
B A rogularly scheduled

audit of how the Town
Bl Clok's office handles

& recently completed at
s tovwn hall. The anditor
M cpent two days with
j Town Clerk Bill Rawson
Rl reviewing  processing

B ) procedures and the like.

The Big Dig
. Tho Liz dig at the Town
B8 boach bas been closed for
B the season. Much yprogress
BR? Los been made and the
volunteergmp].ecl]:chJJ
Nemle will continue next

& year.

Short Takes

- 9
Supervisor's Report
Taxing Matters

" Financial issues associated with budget and taxes are taking center stage
as Warren County struggles to close a budget gap and New York State
: edges toward fiscal chacs. The bulk of this month'sissne is devoted to these

. issues including a prepared statement given by your Supervisor at a recent

Ski Lift Instail

A  new attached
arip chairlift which
will follow the line
of the 1840s T-har
to the summit of
Little Gore is heing
installed at the Ski
Bowl with opera-
tion set fo begin
next season. lhe
base of the new lift
can be seen at the
porthern end of the

. press conference on the sales tax issue, a copy of a Town Board memo iden—
tilying J olms}mxg's challenges, and finally, a discussion of the State’s view
"ol Juhnsburg land values and {inaﬂg, an itemization of bed tax awards. If

._ you are Jeft with a sense of anger and frustration after reading thesa pieces,

. you are not aloge.
Sales Tax Statement at County Press Conference

[ would like to take a fow moments to examine how the County’s financial

. situation and in twm the sales tax initiative is viewed from the prospective of

park, near the . a supervisor and lifelong resident of a rural community within the Adiron-
Schaefer trail. " dack Park.

. . . First, let me tell you a little about the Town of Johnsburg. Johnsburg con-
Slgn of the Times \ sists of several small hamlets, Bakers Mills, Wevertown, .]o]ms]:)urg,, Riparius.
More than 400 - North Creek and North River. North Creek is the business center of the

pﬂ:cels of property
are presently

scheduled for tax
the B

county municipal

ommunity with a niamber of shops, a grocery store and a nursing home. We
* havea population of about 2,700 people. (Of all the houses that exist in our
own more than 33P0 are owned by second home owners who may live here
aunction at . partof the year and someplace else the rest of the year. Quy tovm is home to
Gore Mountain and in recent days, anticipating the interconnect project, a

center. These par- . series of businesses have opened in North Creek

have three
years of accumu-
lated back taxes §
and have failed to 5
be successful nego- -
tiated with the §
owners at the so ¥
called “last chance §
This 2
number of auction g
parcels is thought §
to be the largest in §
Warren
history

cels Qur town in many ways is a story of contrasts. We have high end housing
: projects underway for vacationers able io pay hall a million dollars for a
. second home and at the same time we have multi-generational families and
. senior citizens who struggle to survive. Real property taxes in my commu-
nity are not just a political issue, they are a survival iasue.

When thinking about a 10% property tax increase it must be viewed in
. the context of what residents have endured in total over the past several
' years. Last yeay, our school tax increased by 13%. Since 20072 the connty
‘ ax has increased by 405%. The town tax has increased by 685% be-
¢ tween 2002 and 2008 when we were finally able to begin reductions in
; that amount and reduce taxes.

People in rural New York have been forced to confront shrinking jol:s, di~
. minishing incomes and increased taxes all in the same breath.

Consider the following statistics but counsider them also with the realiza-

meetin,g."

Countg

" tion that these numbers include our entire town, the guys who blow snow at



Salex Tax, cont from page 1.

Gore and the retired [BM executive with a 401K and a Beamer in the front yard.
' The median household income in Johnsl)urg, that's entire householcl, is
about $38,000.

* Nearly 20% of the individual residents in the Town of Johnsburg live
below the poverty line.

* 45% of our students receive free or reduced lunches af school.

[ also serve as chairperson of the real property tax committee here at Warren
County. In that capacity [ can tell you presently that 400 homes are facing pub-
lic anction this year. A few months ago our committee conducted its so called
“last chance, meeting where people who haven't been able to pay their taxes for
years essentially negotiate and sometimes beg for methods to keep their homes.
[ 2000 v3 2008 the number of homecowners at the last chance meeting doubled.
Doubled!

There is a way out and there is hope.

Owver the last fow months the county board of supervisors eliminated $78 mil-
lion in ]:)udge{ shortfall We have eliminated positions, eut programming and
will continue to do so. This approach was aggressive, unprecedented and painful.

When all of those cuts are made we are still left with a budget shortfall. To cut
much more means ruzal communities like Jo]mal)urg lose county police coverage
and {ail to have county roads plowed for school children.

To make up the shortfall, it's either a real property tax increase of 91% which
because of tax rates translates in Johnsbhurg to a 26% increase or in the alterna~
tive, a 190 increase in sales tax.

A 0% tax increase in a town where 43% of the school kids qualify for free
and reduced lunch and nearly 20% of all folks live below the poverty live. Mg
residents can't pay it.

The option of a 1% sales tax increase does 2 important things.

l. It moves the tax burden away from over-taxed, under-employed local
homeowners and toward those with discretionany spending capital.

2. It permits Warren County to finally turn the ship around, not just to filt
the current gap, but o segregate a fund for the specific purpose of real property
tax relief while replenishing our reserves.

In terms of the financial stability and future of our county, the sales tax initia~
tive is the most responsible solution. More importantly, in terms of fairness and

compassion for the people of our county, is it the only solution.

Town Memo

Patterson Threatens County Funding

At a recent press conference Governor Patterson
indicated that he will divect the state budget office
to stop paying its obligations to counties and school
districts beginning in Jarnary.

The state makes a variety of payments to the
county including tax on forest lands, state funding
for social services, sales tax and programming reim-
bursements.

The effect of such action by the Governor would
Le to force county ]::ozrowing to finance state man-
dated programming.

The Governcr indicated that he expects his action
to be controversial and further stated he expectecl
to be sued.

The state is facing a massive budget crisis and the
Governor's comments come along with daily pre-
dictions of how many weeks or dags the state can
stay afloat without substantial action between the
Governor and the legislature.

Assessment Anamoly

According to New York State, the value of prop-
erty in the Town of Johns]:urg has increased ]:)g
some 15% over the last 12 months while other towns
have remained flat or even lost value. i

The increase in value creates a confusing situation
for taxpayers regarding Warren County taxes. As
described elsewhere in this issue, as of press time the
sales tax vs land tax issue is unresolved. H the sales
tax were approved, county taxes wonld have a 0%
increase, but hecanse .Iol:.ns]:mr& now claims a larger
piece of the county value, a 0% county increase
will actually result in a 14% Johnsburg increase. If
the sales tax increase fails, the increase in Jolma]:mrg
would be 26%.

A great deal of time has been spent at town hall
attempting to figure out the exact nature of the
percentage increase.

Happy Holidays from Town Hall

The following was an update presented to Towr Board members by the supervisor prior to the last boaxd meeting.

1 Ataspecial Connty board meeting on Decembher 10, 2000, County Supervisors failed to pass a budget. After further committee
meetings we will try again on Dec 18. It is possible that tax bills will be slightly delayed meaning that Jan. revenues will be
slightly delayed. We have the cash flow to cover the delay at this point but should it hecome more extended, cash flow could

become a problem.

2. At present the county budget anticipates either a 1% sales tax increase or a 91% property tax increase. The state has changed
the value of properties in Jo];nsburé indicating that the net worth of the Tonw has increase I9% in the last 12 months. This
means our share of the county burden increases. A 01% tax increase translates to a 26% increase in Johasburg. With the sales
tax the increase would be about 14%. Roughly stated with the 1% sales tax increase county property taxes on a $150,000 resi-
dence would be increased by $£62. Without the sales tax increase, that sum would be $107.00



