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Minutes of the 

TOWN OF JOHNSBURG PLANNING BOARD 

March 23, 2015 

 

Chairperson Cork Nester called the Meeting to order at 7:05p.m. 

 

Roll Call showed the following persons present: Cork Nester, Curt Richards, Gretchen 

Millington, Danae Tucker ZEO, Joann Morehouse Secretary, Absent: Tim Record, and Mike Hill 

Atty. 

Guests:  Brian Donohue, David Millington 

 

Public Hearing:  SU-01-2015-Eric Piper Representing Top Ridge Tax Map# 83.-1-37:  

Mrs. Millington made a motion to open the public meeting seconded by Mr. Richards all in 

favor. Mr. Nester reminded the Board that this was regarding an off premise sign that is already 

in place at the corner of Peaceful Valley Rd. and Durkin Rd on the property of Mark Richards 

Tax Map #83.-1-45.   Mr. Donohue asked if the sign was on a county easement, and what the 

sign ordinance is for the Town of Johnsburg. Mr. Nester said that was something that they would 

have to check into since Mrs. Tucker was not  sure, at the time she looked at the sign there was a 

great deal of snow to wade through. The sign guidelines are that the sign can be no larger than 24 

square feet and any lighting needs to be facing downward. Mr. Piper had not arrived yet but Mr. 

Nester said he did not need to be present to continue Mrs. Millington made motion to close the 

public hearing, seconded by Mr. Richards all in favor 

. 

Approval of Minutes: Mr. Richards asked that the acceptance of meeting minutes from 

February 23, 2015 be tabled until April 27, 2015 meeting so that Atty, Mike Hill could also look 

over the minutes. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: SU-01-2015-Eric Piper Representing Top Ridge Tax Map# 83.-1-37: 

Discussion began about Mr. Pipers sign, Mr. Nester asked if the Board had any remarks or 

questions regarding Mr. Pipers Special Use Permit, the only question that came up was “where 

exactly is the sign”? Mr. Richards made the motion to approve SU-01-2015 on the condition that 

it is not in the county easement but instead on Mr. Richards’s property, seconded by Mrs. 

Millington all in favor. 

 

ZEO Report: Mrs. Tucker stated that she had received a letter from the A.P.A. and that they had 

taken a non-jurisdictional stance regarding Mrs. Clement and her latest application before the 

Board. 

 

Privilege of Floor:  

Mr. Donohue was present to discuss his concerns that continue regarding the pollution of the 

area from water runoff, which he feels, is carrying fuel and other contaminants as well as causing 

erosion issues along the road and the stream that runs through his property coming from 192 
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Edwards Hill Road. He has started conversations with Jim Lieberum from Warren County Soil & 

Water and brought a letter with him from Mr. Lieberum, which Mr. Nester asked that the letter 

be introduced into the minutes. Mr. Donohue said he has pictures of drainage that includes fuel 

as well as normal dirt from logging from when the trucks from Mr. Pierson’s business are power 

washed. He also has photos of the damage done to the stream and erosion of the sides of the road 

as well as fuel trails heading away from the Pierson property. Mr. Donohue said he has been in 

contact with Soil & Water and they have someone coming out to do a site visit and look things 

over. Mr. Donohue also asked what action could be taken at this stage if the Dept. of Soil & 

Water agree with his finding.  Mrs. Tucker said any action would have to come from the Dept. of 

Soil & Water. Mr. Donohue asked about a Driveway permit and the ZEO told him that she had 

no jurisdiction over driveways because there were no codes covering them in her book. If he 

wanted to pursue that, any further, he would have to go to the Town Board and they would have 

to decide if they wanted to hire a lawyer and pursue the issue. Mrs. Tucker said she has spoken 

to someone at the Dept. of Soil & Water and yes, they do intend to send someone out to inspect 

the site. In the meantime, Mr. Nester suggested that Mr. Donohue continue to document with 

photos  

Motion to Adjourn: Mrs. Millington made motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Richards 

all in favor.   

Respectively submitted: 

 

 

Joann M. Morehouse 

Johnsburg Planning Board Secretary 

 

Next Planning Board Meeting –Monday, April 27, 2015 

at the Tannery Pond Community Center– 7 p.m. 
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